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WEALDEN IRONWORKS IN 1574. 
By ERNEST STRAKER, F.S.A. 


In December 1573, Queen Elizabeth appointed Walsingham 
a Secretary of State. Being a strong Protestant and opponent 
of Spain, he at once took steps to prevent the export of 
Sussex cannon. 

Doubtless he was in possession of full information as to 
the various furnaces and forges, of which lists were prepared, 
pethaps for the use of the Privy Council. Five of these, 
differing in completeness, have been preserved at the Public 
Record Office and the British Museum.! 

At a council held at Hampton Court on Feb. 3, 1573/4, 
Richard Pedley, a Council messenger, was ordered to warn 
the ironmasters to enter into bonds of {£2,000 not to sell 
guns to any stranger without licence. 

The records of his journey andthe names of those warned have 
been preserved, together with the actual bonds in many 
cases. : 

The ‘‘complaint”’ of Christopher Baker, and the list 
annexed to it, were printed in the English Historical Review, 
Vol. xlviii, No. 189, Jan. 1933, by Messrs. David and Gervase 
Mathew, who, with the assent of the Editor of the Review, 
have kindly consented to its reproduction. 

Christopher Baker was an Admiralty Official, and he added 
to the names of ironmasters a long list of all the English 
ports, not printed here. 

The list consists of three portions, some names are 
duplicated. Of the first portion about half were warned, the 
second gives names only without places. All of the third list, 
except Mrs. Blackwell, were warned. 

In many cases both the owners and the ironmasters who 
actually worked the furnaces are given separately. 

Corrections and additions from other lists, also identifications 
where the modern place-name differs, are printed in italics, 
minor differences in spelling, which varies greatly, have been 
ignored where the meaning is obvious. 

(1) State Papers Domestic, Elizabeth, Vol. 93, No. 20 and 21 


Feb., 1573/4; Vol. 95, No. 21, Feb. 15, 1574; Vol. 96, p.199; Vol. 117, 
No. 39, Oct. 1577. Stowe MSS., British Museum. 
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TOUCHING IRON FURNACIES. 
A DECLARACION OF CHRISTOPHER BAKER. 


It maie please your Honores to Consider the seuerall notes 
insuing which doe Concerne the great spoile & Consumacion 
of oke tymber & other woodes within the Counties of Sussex 
Surrey & kent by meanes of Iron Milles & Furnaces viz : 

The Lord Buckhurst his Fornace or els Arthure Miltons 
in the parishe of Rotherfielde in Sussex. 

Sir Thomas Greshames Fornace in the parishe of Mayfielde 
in Sussex. 

Nicholas Fowles Furnace in the parish of Gardherst 
(Wadhurst) in Sussex. Mr. Brion Hog his furnace in the 
parish of Bucksted or in Franchfield parish (corrected from 
other lists). 

Theis v Fornaces are imploied to no other use but for the 
making of ordinance and shotte. 

Hereafter followethe the names of the Receavours & sellers 
which are in bargaine with the owners of the abouesaid 
Furnaces for the utterance and sale of all suche peces as are 
made at the said Furnaces. 

Mr Brianne Hog. 

Mr Partridge 

Robert Crockhey of St. Katherines smithe. 

Hopking (Hopkins) of Tower hill smithe 

Henrie poder (Porder) smithe with others of the said scyence 
that doethe make the iron worke to the Cariages of all suche 
peces solde and one Foxall a marchant that hathe bin a great 
Conveyor of Ordinance from hence beionde the seas 

Item ther is a newe Furnace set up in Shillingley parke by 
one Smithe of Petworthe and one Ernsfield of Grinsted. 
Item an other newe Furnace set up in Haselmore by my Lord 
Montague which as yet hathe never wrought, & whether they 
shall blowe sowes for Iron or Ordinance I knowe not. 
Besides theis Furnaces aforesaid ther are not so fewe as an 
hundrethe Furnaces & Iron Milles in Sussex Surraie & kent 
which is greatlie to the decaie spoile & overthrowe of woodes 
& principall tymber with a greate decaie also of tillage for 
that they are Contynewallie imploied in Carrying of Furniture 
for the said workes. And likewies a great decaie to the heighe 
waies because they carrie all winter tyme. 

And further . . . I am well assured ther hathe bin sold to 
one strangers shippe being an argosaie not past one monethe 
past by Partridge & others xx peces of Ordinance at the 
least. 
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Likewies ther be diuers & sondrie Marchantes & Masters 
of Marchantes shippes that doe find them selves marvelouslie 
molested & otherwhiles robbed by the reason of the greate 
store of Ordinance that hathe bin conveyed and sold to 
strangers out of this realme wherbie there shippes are so well 
appointed that no poore Marchantes shippe maie passe 
thoroughe the seas. 

Moreover . . . . I doe thincke that this Commoditie of 
Ordinance that is made within this Realme & allreadie sold will 
torne to a discommoditie when time of Seruice shall require. 

Item yt may please your Honores to Consider that this 
Ordinance making is a Commoditie to a fewe & a discommoditie 
to the whole Common welthe. And no common marchandise 
for euerie privat subiect to deale withall but more meet for 
the Prince onlie. 

The premisses considered of your Honores I haue thought 
it my dutie to signifie unto the same that unless speedie 
remeadie be provided in theis respectes ther will not be 
tymber sufficient to be had within theis fewe yeres for her 
Majestie to buyld any shippes or otherwies. 

The names of the Iron workes and Furnaces and the places 
wher they are planted. KENT 
Sir Richard Baker knight one forge one Fornace in Crambroke 
and Hawkhurst 
Sir Alexander Culpeper i furnace in Gawderst (Goudhurst) 
also Badberie furnace in Crambroke parishe (Bedgebury in 
Cranbrook) 

Thomas Dicke one forge in Dorndale (Dundle) 

Thomas brattell one furnace in horsmonden in the handes of 
Mr Ashburham 

Sir Thomas Fane one furnace in Tunbridge 

Davie Willende ij forges one fornace in Tunbridge (/wo in 
other list) 

Quyntin one fornace in Cowden 

Sir Walter Waller one forge in Birkenden (Birchden) in other 
menes hands 

Thomas [blank] one forge one furnace in Asheherst 

Thomas Darrell one furnace in Chingleye in the handes of 
Thomas Dicke SUSSEX 
Stephen Collins one forge in Lamberhurst 

The Lord Montague one forge in rant in the handes of John 
Porter 

Breechers ij forges in Frante in the handes of Mr wiborne & 
Mr Leeche 
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The Lord Aburgavenie one forge one furnace in Waterdowne 
(Eridge Park) 

John Berham (John Barham) ij forges in Frante in other mens 
handes 

Nicholas Fowle j forge j furnace in Wadeherst 

Arthur Milton j furnace in Retherfield also a furnace called 
hugges (Huggetts) furnace. A forge at litle Buxted 

[blank] one furnace in Retherfield (Maynard's Gate 
Farmer (Fermor) one furnace in [blank] (Rotherfield called 
Hamsell) 

Sir Thomas Grasham one furnace in Mayfielde 

Isted one forge on Maifield 

Sir John Pelham two forges j furnace in Dalington hethenfield 
(or Netherfield) 

Waldon or Brightling in other mens handes 

Sir Richard Baker one furnace in Dallington (omitted in 
other lists, probably an error) 

Sir Richard Baker ij forges ij furnaces in heathfield & 
Marbleton (Warbleton) 

Sir Robert Tirwhite j forge j furnace in echingham in the 
handes of Glede 

Sir Henri Sidney one forge j furnace in Robertsbridge 
Bruggsell (Bugsell) j forge in Saleherst 

Mr Finche j forge in Netherfield or ther aboutes 

Mr Ashburham ij forges j furnace in Ashburnam or theraboutes 
The Lord Dacres j forge j furnace in Buckholt in the handes 
of Gefffreis 

Nynyan Burwell j furnace (? Cuckfield) 

Ralphe hog j furnace called Marshall 

The Lord Buckhurst j forge in Fleching in the handes of Mr 
Leeche also a forge at Sheffield 

The Lord Buckherst j forge in Ashfield in the handes of Mr. 
Belfe (not in other lists probably an error) 

Anthonie Morlay j forge j furnace in Freshfield & horsteade 
Mr. Barrington j forge j furnace in hersted kaynes 

Mr. Challoner j forge in Ardinglie 

Mr Challoner & Mr Covert j forge j furnace in Slawfam 
(Slaugham) 

Mr Michell j furnace in Hoadlee 

Reynoldes one furnace in Milplace also a forge at Brambletine 
(Brambletye) 

Payne & Duffield j forge j furnace in Grimsted 

The Lord Buckhurst j forge j furnace in parrocke in the handes 
of George Bullen 

The Queens Majesiie j forge j furnace in Ashedowne in the 
handes of Henrie Boyer (Bowyer) 
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Robert Whitfield j forge in Rowfrante (Rowfant) also a forge 
at wathe (Worth) 
Henrie Boyer j forge in Tinsley also a doble furnace at 
Newbridge 
Henrie Boyer j furnace in woorforrest (Worth Forest) 
The Lord Aburgavenie the Earles of Derbie & Surrey ij forges 
one furnace in woorforrest in the handes of Ersfield (E versfield) 
Mr John gage j forge j furnace about Copthorne & Lingfield 
in the handes of thorpe 
The Queens Majestie j forge in St Leonardes in the handes of 
Roger Gratwiche 
Roger Gratwiche j furnace in Ifield also ij forges in the forest 
of St Leonardes 
The late Earl of Northumberland j forge j furnace in Petworthe 
greate parke in the handes of Mr Blackwell 
Thomas Smithe of Petworthe j forge j furnace in Shyllinge 
(Shillinglee) also a double furnace neare northe Chapple 
Thomas gratwiche j forge in Donsfold (Burning fold) 
The Lord Montague j forge j furnace in haselmore & theraboutes 
also a furnace called pophall (Pophole) 
Thomas Maye j furnace in Echingham 
Bartholomew Geffraie j forge j furnace in Buckolde 

SURREY 
The Ladie Braye j forge in Cranley in the handes of Gardener 
Mr Elderton j forge in sheeie (Shere) 
Mr Christopher Dorrell (Darrell) j forge j furnace in Enwood 
(Ewood) also a forge in Frante 





SUSSEX 
Divers forges & furnaces on Burtashe (Burwash) of Colloines, 
Mayes & others 
Divers forges & furnaces in Battaill of wikes Jeffreis & others 
Divers forges & furnaces in Marshefeelde Bucksted Franckfield 
Ulkfield 
Divers forges & furnaces in Harthfield & Withiham 


The Lord Montague a furnace called Pophall 
The Lord Buckhurst 

Sir Thomas Gresham 

John Lamberte 

Richard Marche 

Mrs Blackwell 

Thomas Smithe 

Roger [blank] 
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John Lambert a forge in Cranleye 

Richard Marshe a forge in Donsfield 

Mrs Blackwell a fornace & a forge in Nothchaple 

Nynian Challener a fornace at Blackfold and a forge at Gastons 
bridge (Holmstead) 

John Canfield (FE versfield) a furnace & a forge in Cruckforde 
(Cotchford) 

John Blacket a furnace at hodley 

John thorpe a fornace & a forge at hedgcourte (Warren 
Furnace and Woodcock Hamma) 





George bullen 
John Stace 
Nicholas Pope 
John Pallor 


A forge called Parforge (Parrock) 
A furnace & a forge at Ashehurste 
A furnace at hindall 


A forgecalled Holborne(H owbourne) 


forge 


Robert hodshoe (Hodson) A furnace called Powley (Pounsley) 


John Fawconer 


John Frenche 
Thomas Stollian 


William Relse (2e//e) 
Thomas Ellice 
George Maie 


Thomas Glide 


Symon Collman 
Thomas Collins 


Richard Wikes 


John Baker 

John Porter 
Thomas Haye 
Bartholomew Jeffrie 


John Relse (Relfe) 
Richard Grene 
Robert Woodhie 


John Asheponham gent. 


A fornace & a forge in Marsfield 
(M a resfield) 

A forge at Chidingley 

A fornace called waldren fornace 
priorie furnace, Birtling(Brighiling) 
forge and Warbleton forge 

A fornace at Hefelde (Heati/ield) 
A forge called Bibleham forge 

A forge called Bodgell (Bugsell) 
in Burrishe parishe 

A furnace called Darfolde & 
Ichingham (Etchingham) forge 
A furnace called Batsford furnace 
A furnace called Stokens 
(Socknersh) furnace 

A furnace called nether field furnace 
& forge Nunfield (Mountfield) 

A fornace & a forge in Withiham 
A forge in Bayham 

A furnace called Netherfield furnace 
A furnace & a forge called buckholde 
(Buckholt) 

A forge at Crowhurste 

A forge at Mayfelde 

A forge called Bemehall (Benhall) 
forge in Frante 

A furnace called Panning Reche 
(Panningridge), Ashepenham 
furnace, forge in Ashepenhaim and a 
forge in penhurste 
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Michell Weston A forge in Couden (Cowden) 
Mr Ellington A forge in Sheire in Surreye 
blank] Weston A forge in Cansterne (Cansiron) 


The following also appeared and were bound 
John Carpenter a forge called Brinklaw in Farnt (Henley, 
Frant) 
John Gardener for Isabel Ashburnham, widow (?Kitchenham) 





THE LOST CONVENT OF RAMSTED. 
By MARY S. HOLGATE, F.S.A. 


The small convent of Ramsted, a house of Benedictine 
Nuns, has faded away so completely that the knowledge 
of its site is completely lost and the fact of its ever having 
existed is known only to afew. Man is by nature a hunting 
animal and the instinct comes out strongly in the archzeological 
mind. A piece of fresh information gives a new impetus to the 
search and as some additional evidence has recently come to 
light we may be able to locate the place more nearly than 
before. 

An account of the Convent appears in V.C.H. (Sussex) 
vol. ii, 63, which may be summarised as follows : 


A house of Benedictine Nuns founded by Richard, 
Archbishop of Canterbury (1174-1183)—mentioned by 
Gervase the Chronicler (c. 1200) as one of the religious 
houses of Sussex—suppressed by Archbishop Hubert 
(1193-1205) who granted its lands and buildings to 
Guy the Prior and the Canons of St. Gregory, Canterbury 
—re-founded by Archbishop Boniface (1241-1270). 

The sources of information are Lambeth, M.S. 1212, the 
Bodleian, Tanner MSS. 223, ff.52 and 53, and the University 
Library, Cambridge, LL.ii, 15. 

The Lambeth and Bodleian MSS. deal with the history 
of the Convent and the Cambridge one with the grant to 
the Prior and Convent of St. Gregory, Canterbury. None 
of the Lambeth or Bodleian charters is original but are 
copies contained in collections. After serious consideration 
it appears that there is a vital mistake in the Lambeth copy 
which accounts for the uncertainty of the date of the 
suppression and re-foundation of Ramsted. 


The Bodleian copy commences : ‘ Boniface by the grace of 
God’ etc. 
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The Lambeth copy commences : ‘ B. by the grace of God.’ 
This initial has been read as ‘H’ by some quite competent 
copyists and the Charter attributed to Hubert which, of 
course, upsets the chronology altogether. But another error 
has crept into the manuscript itself which has been undetected 
till now and must have existed from the time of the copying 
of the Charter into the collection known as MS. 1212. The 
marginal heading in a somewhat later hand is ‘ Arch. Baldwin ’ 
and the same occurs in the index. This is a gross error as it 
would make the date of the re-foundation of the convent 
prior to its suppression by Hubert! It is possible that the 
same mistake is repeated in No. 16 in the list of Canterbury 
Charters given below. 

The two charters are identical in all other ways and the 
fact that seven of the witnesses are identical makes it 
impossible that they should have signed a charter of Baldwin, 
1185, and one of Boniface, 1245. The Cambridge Charters 
also mention Boniface. 

Let us now go back to the evidence as to the site of the 
convent and add some new information which may help to 
solve the problem of its position. 

The land was originally given by Robert Pincerna and 
Ralph de Dena his son. This points to its being in the Rape 
of Pevensey where most of their land lay. Lambeth 1212, p.27. 

William, parson of the church of Fremefeld, is one of the 
witnesses to the foundation charter of Richard, Archbp., 
quoted by Boniface in his charter of re-foundation, which in 
its turn is witnessed, amongst others, by Henry, Canon of 
Malling, who may be identified with Henry, Vicar of Ringmer, 
whose Will forms the subject of an article by Mr. W. H. 
Godfrey, to be found in S.N.Q. vi, 103. Both these witnesses 
are closely connected with the area in which we are looking 
for Ramsted. 

Hubert, Archbp., in his charter granting Ramsted to the 
Prior and Convent of St. Gregory, Canterbury, after the 
suppression of the nuns, states that “they may have for 
ever in our wood ot Mallinges 20 hogs at the time of pannage 
freely and quietly and without all charge of pannage.” ‘The 
Archbishops’ manor of South Malling (not to be confused 
with the manor of the same name belonging to the Canons 
of the College of South Malling) covered Ringmer, Framfield 
and many other parts of the western side of the Rape of 
Pevensey and the mention of Mallinges points to the near 
neighbourhood of Ramsted. ‘The Hundred of Lockesfield 
corresponds very largely with the Archbishop’s Manor. 
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We now come to the fresh evidence concerning Ramsted 
which has come to light of recent years. It is contained in a 
‘Table of Canterbury Archbishopric Charters’ found in 
the Public Record Office among the Miscellaneous Books of 
the Exchequer, Treasury of Receipt, E36/137. 

This list has been published in the Camden Miscellany, 
vol. xv, and is transcribed and edited by Miss Irene Churchill, 
F.R.Hist.S., F.S.A., Assistant Librarian at Lambeth, to 
whom I am very much indebted for her able advice and help. 

Unfortunately, it is only a list of the headings of the 
Charters and contains no further particulars. But even these 
headings give us new information which should help us to 
get nearer to the site of the convent. 

The first that concerns us is : 

1. Carta Hugonis de Duna de xij acris terre de Estone 

in la Dune datis religiosis ‘de Ramstede. 

2. Donacio and concessio J. Grubbe de viij acris dimidia, 
dimidia roda religiosis de Ramstede. 

3. Carta Roberti Pincerne de terra in Ramstede data 
religiosis ibidem. 

Carta alia eiusdem Roberti de terra data religiosis in 
Ramstede. 

4. Confirmacio Ricardi archiepiscopi super predictis. 

5. Donacio J. Grubbe de tota terra sua per antiquam viam 
ecclesie de Ramstede. 

6. Carta confirmacionis J. Grubbe de viij acris & di & di 
roda concessis canonicis de Ramstede. 

7. Carta Willelmi de Horstede de purcacio Canonicis de 
Ramstede. 

8. Carta Willelmi de Horstede de confirmacione purcacii 
canonicis de Ramstede. 

g. Carta Willelmi de Horstede de confirmacione purcacii 
super terram J. Grubbe adquisitam Canonicis de 
Ramstede ut in bosco, planis, pratis, pascuis, pasturis et 
cetera. 

10. Confirmacio Hugonis de Dyne de terra de Brokesland 
concessa ecclesie Sancti Jacobi in Ramsted et Canonicis 
sancti Gregorij Cant. 

11. Carta Canonicorum sancti Gregorij Cant’ de terra boscis 
et molendinis in Ramsted concessis archiepiscopi. 

12. Donacio et concessio J. Grubbe de tota terra cum bosco 
inter domum suam et domum Galfridi habitantibus 
apud Ramsted. 

13. Carta J. Grubbe de terris & pratis ante hostium Willelmi 
de Estone datis Johanni Comyn & heredibus suis. 
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14. 


15. 


16. 


Carta Galfridi de Dene de terra de Ramsted data canonicis 
sancti Gregorii Cant’ quam prius dedit monialibus de 
Ramstede. 

Carta Huberti archiepiscopi de amocione monialium 
apud Ramstede et de concessione terre domuum et 
omnium possessionum ad ipsas spectancium, canonicis 
sancti Gregorij Cant. 

Confirmacio Baudewyni Archiepiscopi de collacione 
Ricardi predecessoris sui de terra de Ramstede concessa 
monialibus de eadun et de terra Radulphi de Dene. 


(The numbers are inserted for convenience of reference). 


I. 


Io. 


IT. 


12. 
13. 
14. 


Eston is generally identified with Aston Green in Ringmer. 
It appears as a separate villata in the taxation of 1296 
(Sussex Record Society x, 38) in the Hundred of Lockesfeld. 
De Duna may be a scribal error for de Dena, one of the 
original donors. 

The charter of the original donor of the land, Robert 
Pincerna, confirmed by Henry II. 

The Archbishop’s confirmation of the same. 

5. Gifts from J. Grubbe,. The mention of the ancient 
way to the church of Ramsted is remarkable. This is the 
first known reference to there being a church at Ramsted. 
Whether the ‘ antiquam viam ’ has any connection with 
a Roman road is a matter for investigation. 

7, 8, 9. These are charters of J. Grubbe and William de 
Horsted (Little) concerning gifts to Ramsted while in 
the possession of the Prior and Convent of St. Gregory, 
Canterbury. 

Confirmation by Hugo de Dyne of Brokesland given to 
the Church of St. James in Ramsted while the Canons 
were still in possession. It is remarkable to find the 
dedication of a church that is completely lost, it is 
usually the dedication which is lost and the church 
remains. 

Charter of the Canons returning Ramsted to the 
Archbishop with its possessions including a mill, probably 
a water mill. 

Charter of J. Grubbe concerning land and wood between 
his house and the house in which Galfrid lived at Ramsted. 
Charter of J. Grubbe concerning land and fields before the 
door of William of Eston given to John Comyn and hisheirs. 
Charter of Galfrid de Dena concerning land of Ramsted 
given to the Canons of St. Gregory of Canterbury that 
was formerly given to the nuns of Ramstede. 
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15. Charter of Hubert, Archbishop, concerning the removal 
of the nuns at Ramstede and of the grant of the lands, 
houses and all possessions belonging to them, to the 
Canons of St. Gregory of Canterbury. 

16. Confirmation of Baldwin (? Boniface) Archbishop, of the 
collation of Richard his predecessor of the land of 
Ramstede granted to the nuns of the same and of the 
land of Ralph de Dene. 


To be continued. 





THE CHURCHWARDENS’ ACCOUNTS OF WEST 
TARRING. 
Contributed by THE REV. W. J. PRESSEY, F.S.A. 
(continued from p. 71, vol. vit). 


With respect to the following entries, there are two that 
claim attention on folios 11 and 11a. That on folio 11, lines 
10 and 11, indicates that at this date (1583), repairs to the 
roofing of the church were being carried out, and these entries 
have reference to the tilers and their material. Halliwell 
gives helliery as the term for either a thatcher, or a tiler, but 
the designation stonheller as used in these accounts, may 
mean either, as here—a tiler or—as in various other instances 
—a stonemason. 

Tarring Church is still roofed with Horsham stone as recorded 
in these accounts, and a recent re-roofing of its chancel (1937), 
revealed the fact that the oak rafters are still in perfect 
condition, and as hard as iron; although no re-roofing of 
this portion had apparently been undertaken since these 
Elizabethan days, the roofing having been done before 
anything in the nature of pitch boards was used, and the 
rafters being all oak pinned. 

Roofing with Horsham stone is a special line, and the fitting, 
trimming, mortaring, backing and nailing required, call for 
workmen of proved judgment and experience. 

The first mention of the Church House (f.12, line 10) occurs 
in these accounts under date 1524 (vol. i, f.8a), giving the 
cost of timber and other things appertaining to it. The 
purchase of a cauldron the previous year, seems to indicate 
that the parish had possessed its church house some time 
before this. It would be here that the customary Church 
Ales and other similar festivities would be held, and parochial 
business transacted. 
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Fol. 11. 























Itm for a lode and a halfe of lyme XVs 
Itm for thre lode of sand ijs viijd 
Itm paid for staving of the lader xxd 
Itm for to clamps for the lader xvijd 
Itm for hewing and sauing and setting up of a peayre of 

rafters ijs 
Itm for broms jd 
Itm for naylls for the chearch XViijs vd 
Itm for bread and wyne xxth day septem[ber] —-——— ijd 


Itm payd to the stonhellers 

Itm for to lod of horssome stone 

Itm for hewing and setting up of one 

Itm tember for the rafters for the 

and staves for the lader penten[g] 

Itm for sending in of our bell of [presentment] the xij day 
of october 

Itm for mending of the lyten gate] 

Itm for Wylletcher for the to lahess 

Itm for to bellrops 

Itm for a hondred of lathes 

Itm for bred and drynk for the 

Itm for a hoscloth for stacy the x d[ay] 

Itm for mending the wyre of the [? clock] 

Itm for bread and wyne at crissm{[as] 

Itm for putting in of our byll of p[resentment] the xxv day 
of dessemb/er] 

Itm for bred and w[yne] 

(The lower right-hand portion of this folio is missing). 





Fol. 11a. 

Itm payd to stacy the ferst day of Dessember —-———— xvs 
Itm payd to Jhon stere the ferst of Jenuary —— xvjs viijd 
Itm payd to Jhon stere xixth of Aprell ———— xvjs viijd 
Itm payd to stacy xx day of aprell — xs 
Itm payd to stacy viij day of novimber xs 





Itm payd to Jhon stere xvth day of novimber — xvijs viijd 
[Sum] of payments 
. . . Xixs xd ob. 
(The remainder of this folio is blank). 


Fol. 12. 
Ano Dni’ 1584. 
The xxth daye of February the yere aboue s[aid] wase chosen 
church wardens for the Towne of Tferring] Roger 
Kingston & John Person & they Rs [in the } churche 
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boxe vjs vjd ij hundred weight of . . . . &iij 
peces of lede over & abowe the said vjs xd oweing to 
the churche 
Rs Ano Dni’ 1585 
Rs of margret Strete Wedo for her 
Item Resevyd of edman eston for [the church] hous ffor 
our laddayes rent 
Item Reseved of Jhon Davitt for the [burial] off his wyffe 
in the church 
som xxijs ijd. 
(The vemaindeyr of this folio is blank and the lower right-hand 
portion is missing). 
Fol. 12a. 
(This folio is entirely blank). 
Fol. 13. Saeeenaee 
Ano Dni’ 1585 
Payments (On the margin) 
Imprimis paid for bromes 
Itm for bread aganst Ester 
Itm for wyne aganst palme sondaye 
Itm for wyne aganst ester 
Item ffor bracyng up of 
off the upper louft 
Item layd out at the vesei[tacion | 
Itm paid for ij bylls of prsentme’t 
Itm paid for bordes for the churche 
Itm paid to the carpenters 
Itm paid for bordes for the batelme 
Itm paid for iij dayes worke ab[out] 
the belles 
Itm paid for Iren worke & for the 
dores 
Itm paid to Stacye 
for laying of the stones 
Itm for making of the bellrope[s] 
Som xxs viijd 
(The right-hand portion of this folio ts missing). 
Fol. 13a. a 
(This folio is blank). 


Fol. 11, line 14.—penteng—painting. 
Fol. 11, line i17.—lyten gate—Churchyard gate. 
Fol. 11, line 18.—lahess—latches. 
Fol. 11, line 23.—or perhaps ‘“‘ wynd”’ of the (clock). 
Fol. 13, line 13.—Perhaps for battlements on the upper portion of 
the tower. 
(To be continued). 
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SUSSEX ENTRIES IN LONDON PARISH REGISTERS. 
By W. H. CHALLEN. 
(continued from p. 93, vol. vit). 

By courtesy of the Rector I have been kindly permitted to 
extract the following specific references to Sussex from the 
Marriage Register of St. Luke, Chelsea, 1559-1837. 

St. LUKE, CHELSEA: 1559-1837. (Gap: 1645-1652 except 

for one marriage each in 1648 and 1652). 
1703—Nov. 23. Mr. John Antron, Vicar of Kimbolton, 

Hunts., & Elizabeth Coles of Bramber in county of 
Southampton (? = Bramber, Sussex). 

1732—Oct. 30. Mathew Hutching of St. Martins, Ludgate 
& Mary Lewis of Medhurst, Sussex, (lic.). 

1780—Apr. 4. John Wardell of Walberton, Sussex, bach., 
& Ann Bird of this parish, spin., (lic.). (A witness : 
M. Bird). 

1782—Sep. 14. Thomas Weeks of this parish, bach., & 
Catherine Harling of Crawley, Sussex, spin., (lic.). 

1796—Apr. 30. John Wilkie widr. of Frent, Sussex, & 
Harriot Layton of this parish, spin., (lic.). (Witn.: 
Anna Maria Layton, Thomas Layton). 

1804—Apr. 23. John Drew Esq. of St. Peter ye Great, 
Chichester, widr., & Mary Powlett Drinkwater of this 
parish, spin., (lic.). (A witness: Marie Anne 
Drinkwater). 

1806—Nov. 4. Henry Hughes of this parish, back., & 
Elizabeth Hughes of Cowfield, Sussex, spin., (lic.). 

1821—Dec. 24. Thomas Yates of Brighthelmstone, 
Sussex, bach., & Olive Street of St. Luke, Chelsea, 
wid., (lic.). 

1824—July 1. Daniel Easton of Petworth, Sussex, bach., 
& Selina Gill of this parish, spin., (lic.). (Witnesses : 
Jacob Gill (marks), Harriett Easton). 

1826—Jan. 12. Richard Hall Esq. of Brighthelmstone, 
Sussex, widr., & Mary Webb of this parish, spin., (lic.). 

1827—Jan. 2. James Piddington the younger of Laughton, 
Sussex, bach., & Lucy Eleanor Killick of this parish, 
spin., (lic.). (A witness : Maria Piddington). 

1828—June 24. Rev. George Palmer, Clerk of Sullington, 
Sussex, bach., & Charlotte Elizabeth Bonnor, a minor 
of this parish, spin., by lic. & consent of Thomas 
Bonnor. (A witness: Thomas Bonnor). 

1829—Feb. 28. Joseph Moren of Wadhurst, Sussex, 
bach., & Ann Simcock, of this parish, spin., (lic.). 
(A witness : Mathew Simcock). 








he 
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1829—Oct. 21. Thomas Martin of Horsham, Sussex, 
widr., & Mary Frances Margesson of this parish, spin., 
(lic.). (A witness : Wm. Margesson). 

1829—Dec. 3. Thomas Bannerman Grainger, Esq., of 
this parish, bach., & Frances Dennett of Cuckfield, 
Sussex, spin., (lic.). 

1832—June 14. William Smith Stedman of Horsham, 
Sussex, bach., & Sophia Frances Ann Blunt of this 
parish, spin., (lic.). (Witnesses: Marianne D. Blunt, 
Mary Stedman, Henry Blunt, Louise Stedman). 

1834—June 21. Edward James Russell of this parish, 
bach., & Frances Curtis Winter of All Saints in the 
City of Chichester, spin., (lic.). (Witnesses : E. Russell, 
E. S. Russell, George Russell). 

1837—Feb. 21. William Henry Murrell of St. Michael 
Lewes, Sussex, bach., & Elizabeth Dorothea Kingdom 
of this parish, spin., (lic.). (A witness :G. D. Kingdom). 


1703—June 13. baptised Margaret d. of John Trim, 
labourer of Petworth, Sussex. 
(To be continued). 





LEWES CASTLE. ITS FORMER WEATHERVANE. 


That report that the White Lion public house in Westgate 
Street, Lewes, is to be pulled down is a reminder that its 
amusing sign—a lion cut out of a sheet of metal—had its 
counterpart in the weathervane that used to stand on the 
southern keep tower of Lewes Castle. The latter is shown in 
early engravings of the Castle and there is still affixed to the 
staircase turret of the tower a small copper plate engraved 
with the following inscription, which from its early reference 
to a lightning conductor has always provoked interest :— 


PROTECTION FROM LIGHTENING 
This simple Rod of Iron will in any direction to the 
distance of Twelve Hundred Yards from itself secure 
Persons and Property from its direful effects!!! 
New principal Vane on friction Balls 
Erected without date or name 
To blast its Folly or record its Fame. 

Some light is thrown on the date and (according to the 
inscription) nameless inventor of the vane and rod by a full 
size drawing of the Castle lion presented by Mr. J. Larwill 
to the Sussex Archeological Society. The drawing is 
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mounted on a strainer and is hung in the lower room over 
the gate of the Barbican. Mr. Larwill wrote on it: ‘‘ Oct. 
1929. A Drawing of the Lion Vane that was on Lewes Castle, 
supposed to have been made by one of the Larwill family, 
who made the Lion on the public house in Westgate Street 
and the copper ‘cello with a lion’s head on the top. This 
‘cello is now in the possession of Henry Larwill, Brisbane. 
This drawing was copied from another in the possession 
of C. A. Wells by my Father about 60 years ago. A further 
copy was made and sent to a member of the family in America, 
at his request, so that a similar vane might be made and 
erected on the Town Hall of ——.”’ 

The history of the White Lion Inn can be traced back to 
John a Wood, tenant of the White Lion, Lewes, whose name 
is mentioned in the Star Chamber Proceedings concerning 
another Inn, “‘ The Vine ”’ in 1526 (Sussex Record Society xvi, 
71). The owner of “‘ The Vine” was Thomas Scrase who was 
also John a Wood's landlord. From this time the owners 
can be followed in the Lewes Court Rolls and a fairly 
continuous list of tenants is available from 1723 onwards. 

The photograph of the sign (which it is understood will 
be carefully preserved) has been kindly furnished by Mr. 
E. J. Bedford of Lewes. 

The Larwill’s shop was on the north side of the High Street 
just east of the West Gate. I have a copy of one of the firm’s 
accounts which bears a large fleur-de-lys surcharged with a 
crown. It runs as follows :— 

Mrs. Whitfield. Lewes, JanY 21, 1808. 
Bought of A. LARWILL 
Son & Successor to A. Larwill. 
TINPLATE WORKER, BRAZIER & WIRE WORKER 
To his ROYAL HIGHNESS the PRINCE OF WALES. 
Repairing Tea Boiler... ‘a 2 





26 Repairing Candlestick 2 
Mar 2 Tinning Large Frypan .. 2- 
Tinning 6 Gallon Copper Pot 4 6 

fo 8 8 


xa 


Received the Above —--—— 

Ap! 29, 1808. (Sgd.) A. Larwill. 
Larwill is jestingly promised that if he was given {50 he 
would make the lion (of the inn sign) roar when he heard the 
town clock strike. A subscription list is said to have been 


started before the joke was discovered. 
W.H.G. 











HANDLE OF LEWES SPOON, 1661 





WHITE LION INN SIGN 
WESTGATE STREET, LEWES 
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SUSSEX ARCHAZOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


I—LocaL MEETING AT Up WALTHAM AND HALNAKER.— 
The Meeting at Up Waltham and Halnaker on Wednesday, 
August 17th, was extremely interesting and varied in its 
appeal. A really beautiful day of cloud and sun added to its . 
success and enhanced the charm of the country round Duncton 
Hill. 

The members of the Sussex Archzeological Society first 
gathered at the little 12th century church of Up Waltham— 
achurch so small that Mr. W. H. Godfrey’s talk on its history 
had to be listened to outside, the church itself being too small 
to contain the gathering. This was no hardship, as the church 
is beautifully set on a little rising of the Downland, with 
cornfields and pasture sloping round it, the whole hamlet 
appearing to consist of the little church, a couple of farmhouses, 
and a cottage or two. 

Mr. Godfrey told his listeners that this was a perfect little 
12th century church, unaltered externally, with the same 
apsidal termination, on a smaller scale than that found at 
Worth, and that the original plan of Stopham Church was 
practically identical with Up Waltham. The interior of the 
church is charmingly simple and unspoilt—whitewash, old 
timbers in the roof, oak benches, and a very solid early 
tub-font. There are two corbels that had supported the 
rood-beam, and a fine Norman capital used as a piscina. 
The church is still lit by candles, contained in admirable 
modern bronze candelabra. It is an interesting commentary 
on the unspoilt and unaltered nature of this hamlet that the 
little 12th century church was built for 50 people and that 
50 people live here to-day. 

From Up Waltham the party proceeded to Halnaker House, 
which by the kind permission of the Right Hon. Reginald 
McKenna, was open to inspection. In its heyday it must 
have been a magnificent place, with its great grey stone 
walls and gatehouse, the chapel and great hall, and all the 
accessory buildings. At the present time it is a mere outline 
in tumbled stone with vines growing through crumbling 
mortar, of its former glory. Mr. Godfrey gave in his usual 
lucid way, a sketch of the house and its owners—unfortunately 
curtailed, owing to a delay caused by the breakdown of the 
motor coach. The place was given by Henry I to the founder 
of Boxgrove Priory, and at the hands of successive owners was 
so increased in magnificence that when the eighth Henry was 
entertained there, he was so much impressed that he insisted 
on his host yielding it by forced exchange. 
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After tea, the meeting assembled again to learn something 
about the history of the ‘“ Devil’s Ditch,” an earthwork 
which runs for six miles in a straight line, covering the northern 
approaches to the town and harbour of Chichester. Dr. E. 
Cecil Curwen was to have spoken on this subject, but as he 
was unable to be present, Dr. Eliot Curwen took his place and 
gave a most interesting talk on this strange earthwork—his 
hearers actually stood or sat in the Ditch as they listened to 
him. Dr. Curwen said its original width was about 60 ft., and 
depth 17 or 18 ft. It was all made at one time, which 
pre-supposes a large population, a settled people based on 
the sea. Dr. Curwen discussed the probable origins of this 
earthwork, which he regarded as existing before the Romans 
came to Sussex. Its ancient name of the Devil’s Ditch 
suggested that it was here when the Saxons arrived, as when 
they came across anything they did not understand they 
always attributed it to the Devil. The question of its date 
cannot be settled till the Ditch is excavated. The vital spot, 
said Dr. Curwen, is where Stane Street crosses the Devil's 
Ditch. The spade alone can settle the question which came 
first, which crosses the other. E.M. 


II.—The Summer Meeting of the Society took place on 
Wednesday, September 7th, and members and their friends 
met first at Firle Church, where Mr. W. H. Godfrey gave a 
very interesting account of the building, the brasses and 
tombs of the Gage family and other details connected with 
the church. A plan will be found on p.117. 

The party then walked across to Firle Place, thrown open 
to the Society by the kindness of the Viscount Gage, one of 
our Vice-Presidents. Lord Gage gave an account of the 
history of the building with his audience grouped around 
him in gorgeous sunshine, on the south side of the house. He 
was followed by Mr. Godfrey who had something to say about 
the growth of the house through the centuries. Then followed 
a long procession of parties through the main part of the 
house, the series of rooms on the first floor with its collection 
of pictures and other things of interest, giving much pleasure 
to those who were privileged to see them. Lord Gage kindly 
gave permission for all cars to be parked nearby, and luncheon 
was taken in them. ‘The beautiful weather enhanced the 
charm of that priceless possession of England—an English 
Park. 

After lunch the party divided and about 60 persons made 
the ascent of Mount Caburn from Glynde. On reaching the 
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top of the hill a welcome halt was called and Dr. Curwen 
described the former appearance of the fortified Camp, which 
could be better studied from some distance away than actually 
on the spot. When the camp itself was reached, Dr. A. Wilson, 
who had been in charge of the recent excavations, took 
command. He described the construction of the outer and 
inner ring of defences saying that the post holes were very 
irregularly arranged. He said that evidently the defences had 
been strengthened in Norman times, for a piece of pottery 
of that date had been found beneath the chalk which had been 
piled on the top of the original earthwork. This, he suggested, 
took place during the troubled reign of King Stephen. 
Descending the hill the party joined those who had been 
visiting Glynde Place and church, and all proceeded to 
Glyndebourne. 

The other party went to Glynde Church, which was 
described by Mr. W. H. Godfrey. The benefice has an 
interesting history having belonged at one time to the Abbey 
of Bec. in France and eventually coming into the hands of 
the Dean and Canons of Windsor. The present church was 
built about 1765 and is a very charming example of an 18th 
century building. 

The party then visited Glynde Place by kind permission 
of Brig.-General and Mrs. Holdsworth and were delighted 
with the beauty of the house, its surroundings and its contents. 
Mr. Godfrey again acted as expositor as he did also at Ringmer 
at the end of the tour. Glyndebourne was the next house 
to be inspected by kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. Christie. 
Mr. Bentham Stevens spoke on the history of the house and 
its owners. The party, which had been joined by that which 
had visited Caburn, were conducted through the house by 
Mr.Christie and the Opera House which has made Glyndebourne 
famous was open to the visitors. 

The final rendezvous was at Ringmer Church, the beautiful 
nave arcade of the 14th century of which is the outstanding 
feature. 

Here ended a long day but one which will always remain 
in our memories as full of the beauty of a summer day shining 
on noble houses, prehistoric remains and interesting churches. 


III.—The Council has made arrangements to hold the 
Autumn General Meeting of the Society at Worthing, on 
Friday, 25th November, 1938. The President of the Society, 
the Right Reverend the Bishop of Chichester, will preside, 
and the arrangements will be as follows : 








116 Sussex Notes and Queries 


At 3 p.m.—A Lecture, illustrated by Lantern slides, will be 
given, by kind permission of the Worthing Corporation, 
in the Art Gallery, by Mr. J. W. Crowfoot, C.B.E., F.S.A. 
The subject of the lecture will be “ Excavations at 
Samaria.” Mr. Crowfoot was in charge of Excavations at 
Samaria undertaken jointly by Harvard University, the 
Palestine Excavation Fund, the British School of 
Archeology in Jerusalem, and the Hebrew University. 

At 4.15 p.m.—Tea will be served at the Arcade Cafe. 
Tickets, Is. 3d. each, must be obtained beforehand. 





A ROMANO-BRITISH CREMATION BURIAL FROM 
SEAFORD. 
By C. RICHARD WARD. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Harold Burgess of Fristons, 
Sutton Road, Seaford, the Society has been presented with 
several Roman vessels recently found in the garden of a newly 
erected house in Fitzgerald Avenue, Seaford. 

Unearthed by workmen during building operations, they 
were stated to have been found “ all together, at a depth of 
about 4 feet.’’ Although many fragments of pottery, with a 
wide range of date, have turned up in the surrounding area 
(S.N.Q. v, 251) these vessels probably formed part of one 
or more distinct cremation burial groups. 

A general description of the Romano-British site in this 
area will be recorded at a later date by Mr. V. Gerard Smith 
of Seaford who has the matter well in hand and I therefore, 
await this report before fully describing and dating the 
present vessels, which are now, through the co-operation 
of Mr. F. S. Tritton of Alfriston, to be seen in the Society’s 
Museum at Lewes. 

It is interesting to note that the Romano-British ‘‘ cemetery” 
excavated by Pitt-Rivers in 1876 (S.A.C. xxxii, 167) lies only 
about a mile away to the east. 

The pottery now presented consists briefly of the following : 
Samian dish. Form Drag. 31 (complete). 

2. Part of Samian dish. Curle type 15. 
3. ‘‘ Castor ware’”’ beaker with animal and leaf decoration 
4 


bo 


“en barbotine.” 
Tall ovoid vase of grey ware with “‘frilled”’ lip. 
(complete). 
5. Wide mouthed urn. ‘‘ Native ware.’’ (Complete). 
6. Base of hand-made vessel ‘“‘ Native ware.” 
Nos. 4 and 5 contained burnt human bones. 
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SUSSEX CHURCH PLANS. 
XLVI.—ST. PETER, FIRLE. 


Between 1197 and 1204, Robert, Abbot of Grestein, granted 
the Church of Firle to the Dean and Chapter of Chichester 
to endow a prebend to be held by the Abbot ; and a vicarage 
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was then instituted. The nave, chancel and west tower 
incorporate part of the 13th century building, and aisles 
were added to the nave in the following century, with an 
arcade of 4 arches both to the north and south. The 
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lateral aisle walls seem to have been rebuilt in the 15th century 
when the south aisle was extended eastwards and a stair was 
built to the rood loft. At the same time the fine south porch 
was erected. The north chancel or Gage chapel seems to have 
been built in the 16th century, the two 14th century eastern 
windows of the aisles being refixed, the southern in the new 
position further east and the northern in the Gage chapel. 
The brasses and the alabaster effigies (Sir John and Lady 
Philippa Gage) are remarkable as being all the work of 
Garat Johnston, although they commemorate different 
generations. (See S.N.Q. ii, 175). 





ROMAN FINDS. 
SOUTHWICK AND LANCING. 
By C. RICHARD WARD. 


SOUTHWICK.—Deep excavations were recently made in 
Southwick Street and a trench dug in the road extending the 
entire length of the Roman villa from north to south. At 
a point opposite the entrance to Manor Hall Road, at a depth 
of about 4 ft., a section of a clay hearth with signs of 
surrounding burnt matter was exposed. A much worm 
sestertius of Faustina I (A.D.141) was found by a workman 
and shown to me. I also noted a few pottery fragments, 
including the top of a late 3rd century funnel necked jug. 
I am informed that further to the south large loose flints 
were thrown out of the trench. 

The evidence points to the outbuildings of the villa 
extending in this direction and is interesting to note in view 
of the fact that other objects and much pottery were found 
in a rubbish pit of Roman date in the garden of one of the 
houses fronting the road, and only a matter of yards from the 
hearth referred to. A separate note of the finds from this 
dump which includes pottery, animal bones, coins, glass, metal, 
crucible lining, glazed tile, etc., will be published later. 

I,ANCING.—Here two Roman coins recently dug up in the 
garden of No. 5 Wembley Avenue, have been shown to me 
and are identified as follows :— (1) a “ billon ’’ tetradrachm 
of Probus ; reverse, Eagle with wreath L.S. Date A.D.281: 
and (2) a similar coin of Carinus ; reverse, Eagle between 
standards L.A. Date A.D.282. Both coins were minted at 
Alexandria and are in a good state of preservation. The 
site is due south of Lancing Clump (on the Downs) and about 
midway between that point and the sea. 
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For other coins of Probus found in Sussex see S.N.Q. vi, 
29 and 62, and for other Roman remains in the district see 
S.A.C. xvii, 81. 





BINDERTON. 
By W. D. PECKHAM. 

In a former paper in S.N.Q. iii, 85, I recorded the 
information I had collected about Binderton Church, in the 
belief that I had all the existing evidence. Needless to say, 
my belief was wrong ; and I have since actually come on an 
account of the funeral of Thomas Smith. 

But first I would give what scraps of evidence I have 
found about the fabric of the former church. Conditions in 
the garden of Binderton House make it unlikely that the plan 
can be recovered ; but we shall not be far wrong if we picture 
it as a modest little building like Chithurst or Upwaltham. 
In 1641 it is presented! that it is in good repair, save that 
some lead in the healing wants attention, and that the vane 
of the steeple, lately blown down, is not yet up again. The 
chancel is severed from the church (i.e., there is a chancel 
screen), the steeple (evidently a wooden bell-cote) is furnished 
with bells, and there is a Parish Register (now, alas, lost), 
a communion cup and a flagon. 

Smith’s objection to this building was simply that its 
presence where it stood inconvenienced him ; the one that he 
provided in its place is of some interest because, though built 
after the Restoration, it probably represents the Commonwealth 
idea of what a church should be ; just as Staunton Harold, 
though built under the Commonwealth, represents the 
Iaudian Counter-reformation. The Smith family was 
evidently, on the whole, Roundhead and Low Church ; 
Thomas Smith the elder was Sheriff of Sussex in 1649, when a 
Royalist was not likely to have been pricked ; Thomas Smith 
the younger, to judge from his will, thought burial in 
unconsecrated ground a thing indifferent, and had married 
a wife whom her Diocesan described as “‘ not over-zealous 
for the service and worship of our Church ”’ ; and it was not a 
High Church family that sent his cousin George to Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge. 

The building is a single chamber ; the outside walls are 
of flint rubble, with brick dressings ; much of the inside is 
of hard chalk. There is a single round-arched doorway at 


(1) B.M. Add. 39,433, £.37. 
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the west end ; at the east is a wooden-framed window of two 
lights with a high transom, of the same design as those of 
Binderton House before the alterations of the 18th century ; 
and there is, so far as one can see for ivy, a similar window 
above the west door ; the north and south walls are blank. 
On each side of the east window is a small recess, the south 
one is in a possible position for a piscina, but there is no 
drain, and surely Smith would have considered piscinas 
popish. I can only suggest that the southern niche was used 
as a credence, and that the northern contained the small 
basin which was the contemporary Low Church substitute 
for a font. I picture a small, perhaps square, communion 
table, dwarfed by a large and impressive pulpit, and the 
family pew of the squire occupying no small part of the floor 
space. 

It was in the vault under the east end of this that Thomas 
Smith was determined to be buried, and there is no doubt 
that the Vicar of West Dean refused to perform the ceremony. 
In my former account I inferred this from the absence of any 
reference to the burial in my notes from the West Dean 
Parish Register ; since then I have submitted the Register 
to the most intensive search possible, collation with the 
Bishop’s Transcripts and the copying of every entry. Conyers 
Richardson, the Vicar, was a damnable Register keeper. 
He probably left the business of making the day to day 
entries to the parish clerk (an eighteenth century parish clerk's 
notebook has survived, and its orthography is a perpetual 
adventure) meaning to fair copy into the parchment register 
from time to time. Every year he duly rendered a Bishop's 
Transcript ; but his fair copy he did not make ; only, on the 
leaves left blank for it he entered such baptisms, marriages 
and burials as had, at the time, slipped the memory both of 
the clerk and himself. Had the Bishop’s Transcript covering 
1687-8 survived, or had Conyers Richardson been a better 
register keeper, we should pretty certainly have had an 
account of the funeral from the point of view of the Church. 
As it is, it is apparently from the records of a nonconformist 
chapel in Chichester that a nameless author compiled an 
article in the West Sussex Gazetie of 3 December, 1896, a 
cutting from which is in that storehouse of materials for 
Sussex church history, Dunkin’s notebooks. 

The Presbyterian congregation at Chichester dates, according 
to the list of non-parochial Registers at Somerset House, 
from 1688; and it was doubtless of this that John Buck 


(2) B.M. Add. 39,329, f.43. 
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was pastor ; the Subdeanery Parish Register records the burial 
in 1689 of ason of ‘ Mr. Buck, the Dissenting Preacher,’ and, 
it would seem, the burial of ‘ Mr. John Buck, a non-conform ist 
Minister’ on 9 June 1700.3 The account in the West Sussex 
Gazette is taken from a document of the latter year, perhaps 
an obituary note of the pastor among the records of the 
Bafin’s Lane Chapel, now, unfortunately, not easily 
accessible. Perhaps he is identical with the John Buck 
admitted to Ewhurst Rectory in 1657-8 ;4 but if he was a 
non-conformist (in the original sense) the industry, neither of 
Calamy, nor of Calamy’s latest editor, Matthews, has recorded 
anything about him. 


Binderton Church 
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Of the clergy who, we are told, attended Smith’s funeral 
we can easily supply the names of three. Conyers Richardson, 
Vicar of West Dean, evidently attended to do such honour 
as his principles allowed to the late squire of Binderton ; 
Thomas Woodward, Canon Residentiary of Chichester and 
Rector of West Clandon, Surrey, one of Smith’s executors 
and the unwilling provider of the officiating minister, and 
George Smith, Rector of East Marden, the new squire, were 
doubtless there, as was perhaps John Betton, Rector of East 
Lavant ; I can make no likely suggestion for the others, but 


(3) B.M. Add. 5699, f.181 v. 
(4) S.A.C. xxx, p.217. 
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we know that there were six. ‘ When Mr. Smith of Binderton 
‘died, he was buried in his own chapel opposite his house, 
‘His pall was supported by six clergymen, who dropt the 
‘ pall at the door and would not enter in, as the chapel had 
‘never been consecrated. Mr. Buck preached his funeral 
sermon in the chapel, and that was the only sermon ever 
preached in that chapel.’ 


‘ 





NOTES. 


SICKLE FLINT.—A note by Dr. E. Cecil Curwen, F.S.A., 
is contained in The Antiquaries Journal for July, 1938 
(p.278), on a sickle-flint found by Mr. Hiram Gill at Southfields, 
Beckley, near Rye, Sussex. It is now in the Rye Museum, 
whose Curator, Mr. L. A. Vidler, brought it to Dr. Curwen’s 
notice. It consists of a piece broken off the distal end of a 
blade of grey flint. The working edge has some coarse, but even, 
secondary chipping taken off the bulbar face, except in the 
last half-inch near the point, and the whole of this edge with 
the adjacent parts of both faces not only bears a brilliant 
lustre, but has its edge softened by wear. 

The nature and distribution of the lustre on this flint 
suggests that it may have formed part of a sickle-blade 
such as that which was found in its original wooden handle at 
Stenild in Jutland. A comparable blade, showing the same 
distribution of gloss and fracture, has been found near 
Farnham, Surrey. 


THE LONDON-CROYDON-PORTSLADE ROMAN ROAD.— 
A Correction. 

In the course of a search for iron bloomery sites near 
Felbridge, Mr. Mason came upon a layer of cinder in the 
north bank of the Eden Brook close to the point where this 
is crossed by the Lingfield-Tandridge parish boundary. 
Further examination showed that this was an exposed section 
of a buried roadway 12 ft. wide running up the east side of the 
parish boundary hedgerow, and that it obviously formed part 
of the Portslade Roman road. The point where it crossed the 
Eden Brook is very nearly where the ‘‘ Felbridge alignment ” 
of this road would reach it. 

It will be recalled! that definite traces of the road had 
been found on this alignment through Felbridge but that no 


(1) S.A.C., lxxvii, 46. 











‘tton 
duse, 
- the 

had 
1eral 
ever 


ear 
the 
this 


ion 
the 
art 
the 
ET 


iad 





Sussex Notes and Queries 123 


remains had been found in Green Wood, just south of Eden 
Brook, and therefore it was thought that the road had turned 
there, to proceed northward to Blindley Heath by the line 
of an existing old lane past Shawlands. This new find proves 
that it did in fact continue straight on to the brook, turned 
there to the northwest along the parish boundary, and so to 
Blindley Heath as previously described. The correction 
affects the strip Q - R of the map facing page 46, where the 
alignment from Q should be continued 1,600 feet beyond the 
alignment angle there given, and thence practically direct 
to R in line with the route previously shown north of R. 

Very little trace remains south of the brook, but the road 
is mainly intact under the tilth for about 120 yds. beyond 
the north bank, with scattered cinder traceable for a further 
150 yds., and sections were examined there. Full details will 
be given in Surrey Archaeological Collections, vol. x\vi, 
but as this part of the road was also described in S.A.C. when 
dealing with the Sussex portion it seemed necessary to add 
this note too. 

IVAN D. MARGARY, F.S.A., AND R. T. MASON. 


THE HUNDRED OF TIPNOAK.—The English Place-Name 
Society state that ‘ at some time in the history of the hundred 
the meeting place was doubtless at the sotstow whose name 
is preserved in Moustows Manor, infra 218, right in the 
village of Henfield.’! I believe this theory, inferred, it seems, 
solely from the name Moustows, to be incorrect, and that the 
Court regularly met at the more central point of 
Hundredsteddle. 

The name Hundredsteddle occurs twice in Sussex, once in 
Henfield, near the Woodmancote parish boundary, and once 
in East Wittering,? in the Hundred of Manhood ; in the case 
of the latter the name clearly means the place of meeting of 
the Hundred Court; for in the days when it still existed 
Dallaway3 records that it met at Hundredsteddle, though by a 
small error in geography he locates this in Birdham parish. 
There is only a single piece of evidence against the Hundred 
of Tipnoak having always met at Hundredsteddle in Henfield 
(which is presumably where Tippa’s Oak once stood) and that 
is the placename evidence that a moot once met at Moustows. 

(1) vi, p2rs 

(2) E.P.N.S. vi, p.79. I think it unsafe to infer, as p. xxii does, 
that because the Hundred Court met at a place named after a piece 


of communal woodland, that woodland was common to the whole 
Hundred. 


(3) iii, p.52. 
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The difficulty is easily got over by the hypothesis that this 
moot was not that of the Hundred, but that of the Manor 
of Stretham. ‘The usual place for the meeting of a Manor 
Court was, as the very name Hallmote implies, the Great 
Hall of the capital messuage of the Manor. But there were 
exceptions ; several instances of courts being held elsewhere 
are given by H. S. Bennett.4 The capital messuage from which 
the manor usually (but not always, it is Hamfelde in Domesday 
Book) takes its name is Stretham, an outlying house in the 
Adur brookland, over two miles by road from Henfield village, 
and separated from it by a valley, that in which Wood's 
Mill stands, so liable to flood that clappers are, or recently 
were, provided for foot passengers. If it is correct that the 
medizeval manor evolved from a village community, it is 
easy to suppose that, in a case like this where the Manor 
House lay at some distance from the village, the stubborn 
conservatism of the villein prevailed over the wishes of the 
Lord and the convenience of the steward, and the Court 
Baron met, on some occasions at least, not in the Hall of the 
Lord’s house, but at that mootstow which may be an older 
place of meeting than the Church itself. 

W.D.P. 


TEESDALE RECORD SOCIETY.—Those who have 
occasion to seek information about Ancient Wills, Parish 
Registers and the like connected with this part of Durham 
may find this a useful Society. It pursues the simple method 
of publishing its matter in the Teesdale Mercury, which will 
in time be collected and published separately. For information 
apply to the Hon. Sec., Mr. Eric R. Hanby Holmes, Eldersfield, 
Barnard Castle, Co. Durham. 





QUERIES. 


SCULPTURED PIGS HEADS.—There are in St. Thomas’ 
Church, Winchelsea, two small sculptured pigs heads, 
apparently dating from about 1300. They are about 2 ins. 
in height and one of them is surmounted by what appears 
to be a sheaf of corn. Both sculptures are immediately below 
the stringcourse, about 9 ft. above the floor level ; one is to 
the north of the high altar steps and the other on the east 
side of the ruined north transept. The last mentioned is 


(4) Life on the English Manor, p.203. 
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carved on a separate small piece of stone inserted in the 
ashlar. Can any reader explain these sculptures? The pig 
was the emblem of St. Anthony of Thebes, and the order of 
the Knights of St. Anthony in the 14th century had an 
Hermitage at the mouth of the Rother, not far from Old 
Winchelsea, where they had charge of the light at the entrance 
to the river, but it is not known if they had any connection 
with the present Winchelsea founded about 1290. 


W. MACLEAN HOMAN. 


MILLAIS AND WINCHELSEA.—There is a well-known 
picture by the pre-Raphaelite artist, Millais, known as “ Her 
First Sermon,’’ showing a bonny-faced child incarcerated in a 
high box pew. There is little doubt that the pews are those 
still to be seen at the west end of Winchelsea church. Can 
anyone tell me where the original of this painting now is ? 
Also where an engraved copy of it is to be found? What 
links had Millais with the ancient town of Winchelsea ? 


(See p.126). A. A. EVANS. 


SUSSEX CHURCH MARKS.—The custom whereby the 
wall or fence bounding a churchyard was maintained in 
prescribed sections by occupiers of lands in the parish prevailed 
in the following Sussex parishes: Ardingly, Berwick, 
Chiddingly, Cowfold, Itchingfield, Kirdford, Lindfield, 
Sedlescombe, West Hoathly and, I believe, Rusper. I shall 
be glad to hear of any other parishes in the County where the 
custom obtained, with references to any published sources. 


WILFRID HOOPER. 


PRONUNCIATION OF THE LETTER ‘A.”—The writer 
has in his possession four parchments, undated, but from 
their contents evidently from about the end of the 13th 
century. They deal with the transfer of Marshland in Playden 
and Iden to James Paulyn of Winchelsea by Heymo, the son 
of Hamo de Crevquer. It seems worth noting that, while the 
father is in all four documents spoken of as Hamo, the son is 
mentioned as Heymo. Does this indicate that this was the 
time when the pronunciation of the letter “‘A”’ in England 
underwent a change from as it is still pronounced in words 
like “ham ”’ to as it is pronounced in “‘ shame.” ? 


W. MACLEAN HOMAN, 
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REPLIES. 


MILLAIS AND WINCHELSEA.—Sir John Millais visited 
Winchelsea in 1854 and painted several pictures embodying 
subjects there, for instance, the background (the Strand Hill) 
of his picture ‘ The Blind Girl,” now in the Birmingham 
Municipal Gallery. The picture referred to by A.A.E. was, 
traditionally, painted in Winchelsea, but Millais’ son states 
in a biography of his father that it was painted in the church 
of Kingston-on-Thames. Possibly, however, the artist was 
inspired by the exceptionally lengthy sermons of the 
Winchelsea Rector, Mr. West, a clergyman noted for his 
excellent preaching. The biography mentions that Millais’ 
listened to one of this Rector’s sermons, in which he made 
most disparaging remarks on painters and the shortcomings 
of their work. The child painted in the box pew is Millais’ 
daughter ; there are two paintings, ‘‘ My First Sermon,” 
now in the London Guildhall collection, and ‘“‘ My Second 
Sermon,” now at the Victoria and Albert Museum. 


W. MACLEAN HOMAN. 


ANTAGONISM TO RELIGIOUS HOUSES.—With 
reference to Mr. Homan’s note on pp.56-7, was not the bar to 
alienating property to a religious house or to the Jews a 
matter of common form where it was desired to keep it in 
private ownership ? The same phrase occurs in the grant of 
property in Southover by John Bastard to Roger le Walewer, 
c. 1240. See Chartulary of the Priory of St. Pancras, Lewes, 
Part I, p.104 (Sussex Record Society, Vol. xxxviii). 

WALTER H. GODFREY. 


THE CHIDDINGLY WOODEN CHALICE (pp.27, 60).— 
This Chalice was sold at Sotheby’s a few years since and was 
bought by Messrs. Law, Foulham & Cole. It is now in the 
hands of Mr. Owen Evan-Thomas, 20 Dover Street, W.I., 
who has made a special study of these wooden cups. 


PORING: FIELD NAME.—(See pp.60 and 96) Porringers 
Tane, 1808, Chevening, Kent. Lands late Parningers 
abutting the same, 1690. Both actually derived from 
personal name Parminger c. 1500 onwards in Chevening 

GORDON WARD 


BRONZE AGE FLINTS FROM FRANT.—(p.93) With 
reference to my note on this subject, Mr. Edward A. Martin 
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kindly writes to me that the discovery is practically a 
re-discovery. 

In Knowledge and Illustrated Scientific News, 1909, he 
wrote about and illustrated a lance-head and two arrow 
heads found on the same site. It is almost impossible 
now-a-days to be sure that one is not treading on trodden 
ground. I suggest that a very brief archzological gazetter 
is badly wanted (preferably by counties) under place-names : 
eg., Frant; neolithic flints, 9909, see Knowledge, date and 
page. S. E. WINBOLT. 





RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


The Story of Littlehampton Parish Church. By the Rev. 
E. P. Orr, M.A. Price 6d. Published by the British Publishing 
Co., Gloucester. 

The number of booklets giving the history of the churches 
with which they deal increases yearly. It is all to the good 
that details of their history as far as is known should be 
preserved in print. What is common knowledge now is soon 
forgotten and astonishing surmises develope for want of 
recorded facts. 

The Church of Littlehampton is unusual in having been 
rebuilt twice within 110 years. In consequence it has been 
exceptionally difficult to keep the different stages apart and 
yet continuous. It would have added to the completeness 
of the history if the date of the completion of the present 
church had been given or the date of re-dedication or 
consecration. As it is, there appears to be some confusion, 
as two of the illustrations dated 1931 can hardly be compatible 
with the first in the book dated 1826-1934. 

There is no description of the present building but a long 
account of the subjects of the stained glass including one in 
the east window which is taken from a well-known Crucifix 
at Lucca, a copy of which was once in the Abbey at Bury St. 
Edmunds. It is called the Volto Santo. 

Great care has been taken of the stones of the medieval 
church which have come to light in the excavations of 
recent times, some of which date back to Norman times. 
The whole of the tracery of the east window of decorated 
date has been recovered and now forms the west window in 
the Tower of the new church. Full information as to the 
medieval church will be found in a paper by Mr. J. Pelham 
Maitland which was published in S.N.Q. v, 199, which had 
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previously appeared in the Littlehampton Church Magazine, % 
Much gratitude is due to Mr. E. W. Hulme and Mr. Fraser 7 
Hearne for their meticulous care of the remains of the older § 
church. 


The Windmills of Brighton by F. G. S. Bramwell, 
Reprinted from the Brighton and Hove Herald, August, 
1938. A praise-worthy collection of information about all 
known mills in Brighton with many illustrations including 
one showing the removal of Streeter’s Mill (by some 70 oxen) 
from Regency Square to the top of Miller’s Road. 


The Archeological Journal, No. xciv, 37, Part 2, contains 
an interesting article by G. E. Chambers entitled The French 
Bastides and the Town Plan of Winchelsea, comparing the 
French method of chess board outlay ‘ bastidi’ or ‘ villeneuve’ 
with the plan of Winchelsea. 


The Priest House, West Hoathly. By Ursula Ridley, 
To be obtained locally or from Barbican House, Lewes, 
Price 6d. 

Mrs. Ridley has written a fluent and picturesque account 
of the Priest House for the use of visitors to that very charming 
structure, which is one of the latest additions to the buildings 7 
in the keeping of the Sussex Archzological Trust. The house 
is the generous gift of Mr. J. Godwin King to the Trust after 4 
he had re-conditioned it completely. 

West Hoathly and its friends have contributed freely to 
the collection of local and other objects which form a small 7 
museum and add to the interest of the building itself. 

Mrs. Ridley’s account of the later history of the house % 
is based very largely on documents still existing, but she 7 
might have difficulty in substantiating her statement as to 7 
monks in residence at what is, after all, truthfully described 
as the Priest’s house. 





APOLOGIES. 

The Printers of this journal offer their apologies for } 

inadvertently printing the line block on p.67 the reverse 
way round. 


Apologies are also due to Mr. C. F. C. Hawkes, F.S.A, 
from the contributor and the Editor for mistakes in his 
note on p.68. 








